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Meeting Minutes 

Lake Bomoseen Association, Inc. 

By:  Britt Gilman, Assistant to the Secretary 

Date:  July 16th, 2015 

Location: Castleton Community Center 

Attending Board Members: 

Bob Franzoni, Bill Wood, Claude Laperle, John Hale, George Davis, John Casella Jr., 
Steve Moskowitz, Terry Moran, Mike Morris, Wenda Bird 

A quorum was present. 

The meeting was called to order by B. Franzoni at 7:02 P.M. 

Secretary’s Report 

MOTION 

T. Moran made a motion to approve the Annual Meeting minutes of June 27th, 2015.   

Seconded by M. Morris.   

All in favor.  So voted. 

Treasurer’s Report 

MOTION 

W. Bird made a motion to approve the Treasurer’s Report.  Seconded by S. Moskowitz. 
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Discussion: 

C. Laperle noted that total membership based on dollars is as follows: 232 lake home 
owners, 5 intermittent boaters, 16 friends, and 31 businesses.  S. Moskowitz’ 
calculations were slightly different, and came in at 233 lake home owners, 6 
intermittent boaters, 16 friends, and 28 businesses.   

C. Laperle stated that in an analysis of the membership trends since 2005 indicate an 
overall decrease.  He also noted that since raising membership dues, the LBA has lost 
a significant number of members.  

J. Hale asked for clarification on the amount of money earned from the Bomo Bash.  
C. Laperle stated that the net income from the event was around $2850 and that 115 
people were in attendance.   

J. Hale asked if the 200 club funds are included in the assets.  C. Laperle stated that 
it only shows what has been collected since July 1st.   

J. Hale asked if the money collected for the LBPT could be presented.  C. Laperle 
stated that if L. Conte wants those numbers presented, he will do so.  It was decided 
that B. Franzoni would ask L. Conte about this for future meetings.   

All were in favor of accepting the Treasurer’s Report as presented.  So voted.  

C. Laperle noted that the LBA and LBPT have both been receiving donations.  Since 
the beginning of the fiscal year, the LBA has received $405 from 4 donors.  $2600 in 
donations have been given to the LBPT.   

C. Laperle stated that in the survey sent out about fireworks, he received 140 
responses in favor, 32 not in favor, and 14 with no opinion.    

C. Laperle stated that he has spent some time in the Vermont Room at the Castleton 
State College library.  He was able to find one historical paper written by a student in 
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regards to the LBA.  He also said it is his understanding that there is a professor that 
kept files in an archive with a great deal of history beginning in 1954.  He has not yet 
found papers related to the tax exemption status of the LBA.   

Water Quality Report 

T. Moran stated that he is in the process of working on some grants with Hillary 
Solomon, the Director of Poultney Mettowee Natural Resources Conservation District. 

In relation to the harvester, T. Moran stated that it is great at skimming, but is not 
reaching deep to pull out milfoil well.  B. Wood stated that he had spoken with the 
manufacturer regarding some problems with the harvester.  The engineer’s name is 
Dennis.  The issues he relayed were: 1)The harvester does not reach the advertised 
top end speed of 10 mph when empty, 2) When the harvester is full, it pulls to the 
right and only goes about 1 mph, and 3) At a 4 foot depth, the harvester cannot pull 
milfoil.   Additional problems are that the intake conveyer is breaking on one side and 
is skewed, and one of the joints is groaning even after being thoroughly greased.  
After some conversation, Dennis agreed to look at a picture of the skewed intake 
conveyer.   

J. Casella asked about a warranty on the harvester.  B. Wood stated he would check 
into it, but thinks it was a 90 day warranty.   

J. Casella asked if there is a plan beyond the current harvester.  B. Wood stated that 
there have only been 16 hours of harvesting on the current machine, and the next 
step has not been fleshed out yet.  C. Laperle brought up the possibility of getting a 
cutter that the harvester could follow.   

Newsletter 

B. Franzoni stated that the newsletter will be coming out that last week of July and 
that if anyone wanted items in the newsletter, to let him know.  

Education Committee 

W. Bird stated that there is still a vacancy for August.  T. Carr from Suction Harvester 
was not interested in attending, but did say there was an informational CD that could 
be played.   
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T. Moran suggested contacting Chris Sheldon regarding Sucker Brook. 

S. Moskowitz suggested a session about identifying aquatic plants.   

M. Morris suggested contacting Mary Droege, who was previously with the Nature 
Conservation, and is now a biology teacher at Castleton State College.  

W. Bird suggested contacting the Zoning Administrator for Castleton, Jeff Biasuzi, to 
speak about zoning in relation to the lake.   

M. Morris suggested contacting Lisa Thornton from the State of Vermont Department 
of Forests and Parks.  

Social Committee 

D. Brown sent out the social committee report via email.  

Fireworks Follow Up 

B. Franzoni stated that he received many compliments about the show.   

W. Bird stated that she will try to get out posters for $20 donations for fireworks for 
next year since every bit helps.  

Annual Meeting Follow Up 

B. Franzoni stated that next year, he would like to try and create a visual 
presentation.  He would also like to form an annual meeting committee. 

B. Wood suggested offering a door prize of one year of free membership.  
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Bomo Bash 

B. Franzoni said he heard great things about the Bomo Bash.   

J. Hale noted that it would be nice to be able to purchase tickets online.  B. Franzoni 
brought up the idea of signing up online and actually paying upon arrival.   

C. Laperle suggested considering a DJ over a live band in order to cut costs.   

Greeters Update 

B. Franzoni stated that because of rain dates, another date will be added to cover the 
Grady Fishing Access near the Float Bridge.  There are about 10 greeters.  He also 
brought up the idea of providing the greeters with pamphlets about membership in 
the LBA and/or about the harvester.   

President’s Presentation 

B. Franzoni presented a slideshow detailing his ideas for the upcoming year, 
emphasizing on teamwork and communication.   

C. Laperle suggested having a retreat for the purpose of brainstorming.   

B. Wood stated that the LBA needs to be able to have events on/in the lake without 
having to purchase additional insurance each time.  

C. Laperle suggested giving house tours by boat.   

New Business 

C. Laperle stated that officers need to be elected.  B. Franzoni stated that according 
to the new bylaws, the positions of office are only the President, Treasurer, and 
Secretary.  C. Laperle stated that typically a Vice President is elected, and that he 
does not agree with the change.  He stated that he wanted to discuss officers and the 
emeritus position in relation to bylaws. 
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J. Hale questions the lights on top of the buoys not being there anymore.  C. Laperle 
stated he heard they are often stolen.  J. Hale suggested that if there are any left, 
they should be put around Black Rock.  J. Casella stated he would look into it.   

B. Franzoni stated that tentatively, the next meeting would be a retreat instead.  

Adjourn 

J. Hale made a motion to adjourn.  J. Casella seconded.  All in favor.  So voted.  The 
meeting adjourned at 8:37 P.M.

  | P a g e  6


