
 
1 

Meeting Minutes 

Lake Bomoseen Association, Inc. 
Board of Directors 

 

 

By:  John Hale, Secretary 

 

Date:  March 16, 2017 

 

Location: Castleton Community Center 

 Rt. 4a, VT   

 

Attending Board Members: 

 

 Terry Moran Steve Moskowitz 

 Bob Franzoni John Hale 

 Gary Chapman Bill Wood 

 Wenda Byrd  

   

Absent Board Member(s): 

 

 George Davis Collin Fignon 

 John Casella  Luca Conte 

 Alan Rashes  Jay Sabataso 

 Davene Brown Steve Bender 

 

 Ellen Oppenheimer, Past President 

  

Guests:  

 

  Ms. Beth Miller 

 Education and Outreach Coordinator 

 Poultney Mettowee Natural Resources Conservation District 

(PMNRCD) 

  

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 The meeting was called to order by President Franzoni at 7:00 p.m.  With seven 

members present a quorum was constituted.  (A quorum is five members - 1/3 of the 

15 current members) 
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 Secretary Hale spoke about the Minutes from the February 16, 2017 meeting 

which Minutes were approved as previously presented. 

 

 Treasurer Hale reported that the Association’s accounts have been successfully 

moved to People’s United Bank and that a credit card in the Association’s name 

has been received.  Bob F. holds the physical card.   

 

Balance Sheet:  As of 3/14/17 the cash balance was $133,187.84 and $26 was 

owed on the Master Card.  Income Statement:   for the eight month period from 

7/1/16 to 3/14/17 income of $4,865 and expenses of $19,402 for a net outflow of 

$14,536.  Expenses include the Swamp Thing deposit of $10,325, the cost of 

returning the Eco Harvester of $2,660, and purchase of the sonar hardware and fees 

for its software of $2,314.  (Copies of the Financial Statements were emailed to all Board 

members separately.) 
 

 Beth Miller of the PMNRCD (see above) spoke about the Lake Education and 

Action Program (LEAP) offered through her organization.  LEAP is funded by Lake 

Champlain Sea Grant in cooperation with the University of Vermont and SUNY 

Plattsburg. 

 

Bob F. knew of the LEAP program in Maine and Beth confirmed that the program 

has been working in Lake St. Catherine for over ten years.  They recommend and 

plant shoreline buffer plants for property owners, at no charge. 

 

They come to your lakefront property on invitation, review your lakeside flora, 

make suggestions for plants that will improving your property’s ability to filter 

runoff which negatively effects your lake.  With your agreement, they return with 

plants natural to Vermont, and plant them for you.  The use of high school and 

college students makes this a summer program for them too. 

 

One is to contact them for an appointment (beginning in April): Hilary Solomon   

Cell: 802-558-3515 and hilary@pmnrcd.org  (Their brochure is attached). 

 

* The Map Project was discussed at some length: 

 

 * Bill W. reported that the details of the map are coming together.  One final 

element - the topographic representation of the surrounding land area - is 

being nailed down.  The Rutland Regional Planning Commission and the 

Vermont Center for Geographic Information have been contacted for 

assistance. 

 

mailto:hilary@pmnrcd.org
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 The Map Project (cont.) 
 

 

 * The big issue at hand is the price at which the map is to be offered and the 

conditions of its issue.  John H. felt that the map should be offered as a free 

thank-you gift with the donation of $100 and that the entire transaction should 

be run through the Lake Bomoseen Preservation Trust.  Donors would receive 

one of a Donor’s Edition printing limited to 300 maps and earn a tax 

deduction.  He argued that this could be tied to the Pilot Project and would be 

the start of the much larger fund-raising effort necessary for the eventual 

purchase and operation of the machinery to harvest the entire lake.  In his 

view, there would be a second printing, visually distinct from the Donor’s 

Edition, which could eventually be distributed at a much lower cost through 

local businesses. 

 

 Wenda B. wondered how this method would effect the 200 Club 

campaign which has been so successful.  Other Board members were 

unconvinced that anyone would donate that much for a map. 

 

 * No decision on price was reached and the conversation was tabled for 

further consideration.  It was agreed that an announcement of the map and it’s 

fund-raising character should be made in the April Newsletter; that since this 

Newsletter is to be mailed to each of the approximately 1,000 lake property 

owners, not only to the 255 LBA members, it is too good an advertising 

medium to be missed. 

 

* The Pilot Project harvesting was discussed.   

 

 * Bill W. reported that he is applying (to Misha Cetner, Watershed 

Management Division, ANR) for the minor change to our existing permit - to 

specify  Swamp Thing’s involvement and specify their equipment.  We await 

Swamp Thing’s signature on the necessary State form. 

 

 * Attorney Kupferer has drawn a contract document which is in the hands of 

Swamp Thing but not yet signed. 

 

 * It was agreed that Bill will decide exactly where on the Lake, the pilot will be 

done and from whence the boats will be launched.  

 

 * An announcement will be included in the Newsletter to the effect that anyone 

wanting to have their own waterfront harvested this summer after the Pilot 

Project, will be introduced to Swamp Thing management. 
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* Bob F. reported that the Town of Castleton is to re-build the west embankment of 

Float Bridge this coming summer.    

 

NB:   This turns out not to be accurate.  Town Manager Shea confirmed that the 

Town does not have the funds or grants for completing that project, but they are 

going ahead with engineering plans for the future. 

 

* The Lake Bomoseen Lake Implementation Plan effort will have a second meeting 

on Wednesday, March 22
nd

 at the Community Center, at 6:00 p.m.  The focus of this 

meeting will be run-off from various sources as it effects the Lake. 

 

* Some Dates: 

 

 The Annual Meeting and Picnic will be held on Saturday, June 24
th
  

 The Fireworks and Boat Parade will be held on Sunday, July 2
nd

 

 The Town Parade will be held on Tuesday, July 4
th
. 

  

* The next Board meeting will be held on Thursday, April 22
nd

 at the Community 

Center at 7:00. 

 

* The meeting was adjourned at about 9:00 p.m. 

 

### 


