
Lake Bomoseen Implementation Team Meeting 

March 22, 2017 

Castleton, VT 

 

Last meeting: February 16th 

 

In attendance: Josh Mulhollem (ANR), Ethan Swift (ANR), Mark Mitchell (ANR), Zapata Courage (ANR), 

Shawn Good (ANR), Janet Morey, George Davis, Terry Moran, Dawn Custer, Bob Franzoni, Stephen 

Moskowitz, Bill Wood, John Hale 

 

Synopsis: The February 16th meeting was the first meeting of the team, and served to generate ideas and 

concerns for the team to focus on in subsequent meetings. An ANR wetlands biologist, fisheries 

biologist, tactical basin planner, lake ecologist, and aquatic invasive species specialist discussed several 

topics that will be revisited at length in future meetings. A brief outline of the issues discussed is below. 

 

- Invasive plants taking over the north end of the lake 

o We discussed whether the issue was solely invasive plants or all vegetation in 

general, or whether sedimentation in that area was the root of the problem. 

o We discussed whether there was a happy medium between protection of the 

wetland and people that use that area, and Zapata pointed that wetland permits do 

allow for plant removal to maintain recreational uses. 

o Shawn discussed the value of the northern wetland from a fisheries perspective, 

and provided evidence that much of the recreational fishing quality of the lake 

depends on this area. 

- Plant management throughout the lake 

o Permit modification was discussed so that vegetation, including water lilies, could 

be controlled so that important recreational channels be kept open. 

o The idea of a communal mechanical harvester, one that would be shared by other 

lakes in the region, was proposed. This may considerably cut the yearly cost of 

mechanical harvesting efforts. 

o The goals of Eurasian watermilfoil management efforts were discussed, and 

developing these goals was determined to be important to best inform 

management strategies.  

o Plant management in general was proposed as a topic for a future meeting. 

- The economic value of the lake 

o Value of lakefront property, especially in Hubbardton, was raised as a significant 

concern. 

o It was noted that the lake is a main economic driver for both Hubbardton and 

Castleton, and must be maintained to continue to support the communities. 

o It was proposed that a study be conducted to quantify the value of the lake to the 

towns, and potential funding sources for that kind of study were considered, 

including potential funding through the Lake Champlain Basin Program (LCBP). 

 

 



- Potential funding sources for lake projects 

o Funding sources for projects were discussed, including the LCBP, and VT DEC’s 

grant-in-aid and ERP grants.  

o The recent development of a Stormwater Master Plan was discussed as a vehicle for 

getting funding for projects, and will be the focus of the next (Mar. 22) meeting. 

- Lakeshores 

o Water level fluctuations were discussed, and how that impacts shoreland. 

o Best management practices for lakeshores were discussed, as VT DEC’s Lakewise 

program. This is a potential focus for the third meeting of the Team. 

- Individual Projects 

o The law enforcement violation on Sucker Brook was discussed. 

o Issues with smelt spawning at the State Park brook was discussed. 

 

Agenda for March 22 

- Review Stormwater Master Plan. 

- Review previously identified projects, and determine which should be pursued for funding 

through the ERP program. 

- Review the 2011 Castleton Town Plan, and determine if there are projects identified therein 

that could also be pursued. 

- Review upcoming plans for the 2017 field season for both ANR and other entities 

- Discuss other potential projects for funding that have not yet been identified in other 

documents. 

- Develop plan for upcoming meetings. 


