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Letter from the President

Wow!! I can’t believe how fortunate I am to be the 
President of the LBA.  I get a chance to work with fantastic 
board members and the public to make our lake the best.  As I 
said at the annual meeting my father was on the original LBA 
and the main purpose was preventing raw sewage from entering 
the lake.  I remember vividly when he was told by the state that 
the lake was clean, he felt their goal was accomplished.  But 
now we have other concerns about the lake and I look forward to 
working with our board and the public to meet these challenges.

As I said at the annual meetng it takes all of us to make 
the lake better.  We have an invasive species problem that needs 
our attention.  We need to increase our membership to bring all 
of the lake owners together to join the LBA.  And we need to 
come together as a lake to celebrate our great asset.

The LBA cannot do this alone.   We need everyone to 
help out in keeping our lake beautiful by protecting your 
shoreline and be aware of things that can be harzardous to the 
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lake.  Help your neighbors understand what needs to be done to 
help protect our lake. 

 Find out more about our lake in the LBA’s Educational 
Series.  These are held once a month and topics vary during the 
summer.  Check out our website http://
lakebomoseen.mylaketown.com/ for more information, dates 
and topics.  I would like to thank Wenda Bird for putting the 
educational series together.  Davene Brown is doing a fantastic 
job putting monthly socials together a various spots on the lake.  
Come and join your neighbors in festive atmosphere.  Also 
check out our website for dates and times.  These are two way to 
get information to protect our lake and a chance to meet your 
neighbors.

Terry Moran and Bill Wood are doing a good job with 
the Eco-Harvester in helping with our invasive milfoil 
population.  Please see the article on the Eco-Harvester in this 
newsletter.

To keep these efforts going, we need members to keep up 
their membership.  It is not to late to pay your dues.  Check out 
our website for information on how to pay your dues.

I would also like to thank Woodard’s Marine for the help 
and organization in the annual boat parade.

Lastly I would like to thank Ellen Oppenheimer for the 
past years as LBA President.  Ellen has worked hard on behalf 
of the LBA to make our lake the best.

If you have any questions or ideas about our lake you 
can email me at bob@catv8.org.   Thank you and I look forward 
to working with you.

Bob Franzoni

Report on ECO-Harvester 20 July 2015 

We have been operating the ECO-Harvester since June 

20th, the first day we were allowed to harvest milfoil according 
to our State of Vermont Permit. In this time we have removed 22 
cubic yards of milfoil from the lake. Most of this milfoil was 
taken by skimming floating fragments and mats off the water 
surface between Float Bridge and a line drawn across the lake 
between Rabbit Island and Crystal Beach. With the prevailing 
winds from the south this is where almost all of the milfoil ends 
up after being cut by boat propellers. The ECO-Harvester is a 
very effective skimmer and is able to maneuver around docks 
and other obstructions. The ECO- Harvester has been less 
effective than was hoped at pulling rooted milfoil that has not 
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yet reached the water surface. We are still experimenting with 
this aspect of the harvesting operation but we do believe that it 
will be more effective when the growing milfoil reaches the 
surface and forms into mats on the surface. We are working with 
the harvester manufacturer in order to improve our harvesting 
efficiency and to resolve several mechanical issues with the 
machine. 

We did experience a little damage to our intake conveyor 
belt in the last week, probably from striking some underwater 
object. After removing the damaged links we will continue 
operations. Most of the harvested milfoil has been delivered to 
Flanders Farm Stand south of Castleton Corners where it will be 
used to enrich fields used for growing organic vegetables. We 
are still handicapped by the number of suitable unloading sites 
especially in the south part of the lake. Launching ramps 
accessible by a 1-ton dump truck are ideal. The Town of 
Castleton has offered to help us transport the harvested milfoil 
but they can only accept loads where they can access a loading 
location on public roads and town property or on the two state 
launching ramps when and if we are able to obtain permission to 
use those sites. 
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