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Letter from the President 

It has been truly an honor to serve as the president of the Lake Bomoseen Association. I thank you for this 

opportunity. My term is ending and there will be a new president upon the election at our Annual Meeting 

on June 27
th
, 2015.  

In my tenure on the Board and our membership in the LBA, I have seen a dedication from our lake 

community that inspires. Much has been accomplished in the last few years and I look forward to what 

more will be done in the coming future. 

Guided by our membership the Board has been more responsive and transparent in our procedures. This 

perspective has moved us in multiple directions and made us task oriented to provide a more circumspect 

response for the total lake experience. Our Board meetings are open to our membership to attend. This 

has added value to our meetings, because we can hear from interested members with their thoughts, 

concerns and ideas. 

Bob Franzoni and Steve Moskowitz have brought technology to our Newsletters and our Membership 

Data Base. Their diligence has offered more consistent communication throughout the year. 

Eric Splatt and Woodard Marine continue to care for the buoys. The repair, placement, monitoring and 

storage are essential to the safety of our boaters.  Our Annual Boat Parade is organized at Woodard 

Marine. Their commitment to the lake is deeply appreciated. 

Mike Morris has chaired our Recreation Committee. He has blazed trails on his property for hiking, cross 

country skiing and mountain biking. He continues to liaison with Castleton Recreation to bring activities 

to the lake for many interests and opportunities. 

George Davis, Jr. and Ken Peterson are establishing a fund raising plan for the 4
th
 of July Fireworks. This 

is a very costly part of the LBA budget. Our goal is $10,000 to cover the costs of the celebration and the 

insurance. There will be a concerted effort to solicit our Towns and local businesses to share in the cost. 

Luca Conte and Jeff Larson are working on our Perk Card. This effort has been successful in partnering 

with local businesses and gives more value to our members. It actually gives a good return on the 

member’s dues.  

Our bylaws are a working map to give us operational guidance. Maryjean Hochberg has taken on the task 

to revise and put us in compliance with the State’s requirements. She is also developing a handbook for 

the Board to refer to as the Board conducts the business of the LBA. 

Fund raising and events have been developed and successfully accomplished under the vision of Davene 

Brown, Wenda Bird and John Casella Jr. They have organized a committee that has brought educational 

and social opportunities, which are well received. They created the 200 Club. This fund raising initiative 

has accomplished what we have never done before, a goal to purchase a harvester. The fruition of those 

fund raising efforts will be seen as the harvester motors through the lake. We sincerely thank all our 

donors to make the purchase possible. 

The Water Quality Committee has continued to investigate possible management plans for invasive 

management and control. Terry Moran and his committee investigate and attend State meetings to bring 
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attention to the lake. The research on the Eco-Harvester and its purchase is the result of many hours of 

research to find the right fit for the money. The Harvester will be delivered on May 11
th
.  Bill Wood has 

written the permit for the harvester and we await its approval. 

Our 2014 Annual Meeting gave further insight into our members’ direction for the LBA. The Board has 

moved to create a nonprofit Trust. The Lake Bomoseen Preservation Trust is a fully recognized 501c3. 

This was accomplished under the careful guidance of attorney Gary Kupferer, Luca Conte, Claude 

LaPearl and I. Now, donations to the Trust are fully recognized as tax deductible. We have had some very 

generous donors and look forward to continue to build the Trust for environment and preservation. 

The Board will continue to partner with our Towns that surround the lake. We are so very grateful to 

Dawn Custer Hubbardton Town Clerk, Bob Gibbs and the Town of Hubbardton who sponsor the Greeter 

Grant. This program is in its fifth year. We have received a total of over $50,000 to add to the protection, 

preservation and education of the boaters on the lake. This allocation goes directly into the economy of 

hiring Greeters and this year a Manager. We have coupled our program with Rutland County CAPS 

program and have an exceptional experience with all the greeters who work to keep invasive species out 

of the lake. 

John Hale our Board vice president and Castleton Selectman, is a tireless volunteer and community 

advocate. John introduced Mark Shea, Castleton Town Manager, to the LBA Board. The Board looks 

forward to positive engagement with the Town of Castleton for future opportunities. 

We would not have advanced our mission without those Board members who came before us. They have 

raised the bar for us to achieve. I thank those who have served and given a strong foundation to continue 

the mission. Our Board continues to work for the lake community. I sincerely thank them for their 

service, effort and support. I leave the presidency with confidence that the LBA will continue to move 

forward to preserve, protect and educate.  

May you have fair winds and bright days ahead. 

Ellen L. Oppenheimer 

 

Lake Bomoseen Preservation Trust, Inc. 

The LBA is pleased to announce the establishment of a new sister organization, the Lake 

Bomoseen Preservation Trust, Inc. (LBPT), a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charitable entity. The 

mission of the LBPT is to protect, beautify, and improve the environmental quality of Lake 

Bomoseen. The LBPT will provide a tax-deductible benefit to those members of the community 

who seek to provide for the future economic expense of maintaining and improving the lake’s 

water quality, biological diversity and shoreline habitats. The Trust will seek to develop an 

endowment, from which future projects and services for improvement of the Lake can be funded. 

Since it is not the intent of the Trust to operate programs directly, the Trust will seek active 

partners--such as the LBA, community organizations, private contractors, etc.--to provide the 

specific services and programs that are intended to improve the overall environmental quality of 

the Lake. 
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Should you like to make a donation for the future of the Lake, please make your tax-deductible 

check payable to the Lake Bomoseen Preservation Trust and mail your check to the LBPT, c/o 

the LBA, P. O. Box 655, Castleton, VT. 05735 

 

Castleton Recreation Programs 

 

Horse trail rides, Gymnastics,Creative music,Nature hikes,Soccer,baseball ,basketball ,Exploring 

dance/Story dance,Archery,Wilderness survival,Papier-mâché ,Adult and middle school 

mountain biking,Rail to trails bike ride and Eco exploration camp call 468-5319 for times,dates 

and fees 

 
2015 MILFOIL CONTROL PROGRAM ______________Note: This Milfoil Control Program has 

been written after a Powered Mechanical Device for Aquatic Nuisance Control application Permit was 

submitted to the State of Vermont but before such a permit was issued. This document will be modified to 

incorporate any restrictions, record keeping and reporting required by the permit when it is issued.  

BACKGROUND  

Eurasian Watermilfoil (milfoil) was found in Lake Bomoseen in 1982. Since then, it has spread 

throughout the lake. Milfoil infestation impairs the visual appeal of the lake and is a nuisance for boating, 

swimming and fishing activities. Milfoil infestation has negative economic and ecological impacts on the 

lake and its surrounding environment. It tends to:  

    Depress lake front property values,  

    Depress lake front property rental incomes,  

    Depress lake dependent and tourism related business income,  

    Depress property and business tax revenues for the town of Castleton (over 50% of Castleton’s 

property tax income comes from lake front properties).  

Milfoil infestation negatively impacts lake ecology by reducing:  

    The number and diversity of native aquatic plants,  

    The number and diversity of fish,  

    The number of waterfowl,  

 

    The number of some mammals,  

 

    Water quality.  

Dense milfoil canopies on the water surface:  

 

    Reduce space for large predator fish,  
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    Lower the abundance and diversity of food for fish,  

 

    Lower dissolved oxygen levels,  

 

2015 MILFOIL CONTROL PROGRAM  

   Raise water temperatures,  

 

    Release large amounts of harmful nitrogen and phosphorus into the lake  

 

    Increase sedimentation.  

In the mid-1980’s, mechanical harvesting of milfoil on Lake Bomoseen was undertaken by the 

town of Castleton but after a few years was abandoned as it was thought to be promoting the 

spread of milfoil. This was probably the case since the sickle bar equipped harvesters left many 

milfoil fragments in the water to drift with the wind and current and eventually settle to the 

bottom and take root as new plants. Mechanical harvesting on the lake north of Float Bridge 

continued until 2012 when the harvester became unreliable. The status of future harvesting 

operations in Hubbardton is unknown at this time. The 2015 Lake Bomoseen Association (LBA) 

milfoil harvesting permit application is only for the lake south of the Castleton/Hubbardton town 

line in order to avoid conflict with the existing permit for harvesting in Hubbardton (if it should 

be continued).  

MILFOIL HARVESTING PROGRAM  

The harvesting program for which LBA has a permit is intended to control, not eliminate, milfoil 

growth and spread. It will accomplish this by reducing the volume of milfoil in Lake Bomoseen 

in the upper 3 to 4 feet of the water column from the shoreline out to a depth of roughly 20 feet of 

water. This is where most of the milfoil grows and can reach the surface. Harvesting in these 

areas will have an immediate positive impact on:  

    Boating,  

    Swimming,  

    Fishing,  

    Appearance of the lake where dense milfoil canopies form on the water surface.  

The harvesting program will remove large quantities of milfoil from the lake waters that would 

otherwise break apart and sink to the bottom where they would either take root or die and add to 

the vegetation debris. Upon decomposition the dead milfoil releases nitrogen and phosphorus into 

the lake waters and increases silt on the lake bottom.  

 

LAKE BOMOSEEN ASSOCIATION Water Quality Committee  

2015 MILFOIL CONTROL PROGRAM What we remove from the lake does not end up as new plants or 

bottom debris. The harvested milfoil will be removed from the lake and be transported to composting 

and/or drying areas away from the lake. The composted or dried milfoil will then become available to 

amend the soil on local farms and gardens.  
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Multiple harvestings throughout the growing season will be conducted beginning about June 15th and 

continuingthrough October 15
th

. The harvesting program will be augmented by a skimming program to 

remove floating milfoil fragments created during harvesting and by boating activities, fishing, swimming, 

wave action and self-fragmentation. Particular attention will be placed on skimming freely floating milfoil 

fragments where they form into wind-driven mats along certain areas of the lake shoreline. These wind-

driven milfoil mats also contain natural debris and some trash. The skimming operation will remove some 

of this debris and trash with the milfoil. The removal of freely floating milfoil fragments helps prevent 

further spread of milfoil as the fragments sink and take root to form new plants.  

THE HARVESTING MACHINE AND ITS CAPABILITIES  

The ECO-Harvester selected by LBA for the harvesting program is different from all other known 

mechanical harvesting equipment and represents a new technology in aquatic plant harvesting. Instead of 

cutting the milfoil with bottom and side mounted sickle bars, the ECO-Harvester pulls the milfoil 

between a large rotating drum and an opposed rotating harvest conveyor. The depth of the drum and the 

conveyor are adjustable from 0 to 4 feet below the surface. This pulling action will either break off the 

milfoil stems somewhere below the depth of the rollers or will pull the milfoil plants out by their roots. 

The very nature of the pulling action is highly beneficial since it should produce far fewer loose stem 

fragments during the harvesting process as compared to sickle bar cutting. The ECO-Harvester's small 

size, shallow draft, adjustable roller depth and its excellent maneuverability will allow it to harvest milfoil 

close to the shoreline, near docks and other obstructions and be able to avoid disturbing lilies and other 

protected aquatic plants.  

The ECO-Harvester is also uniquely configured for surface skimming operations. With its roller raised to 

near the water surface, freely floating milfoil, milfoil mats and even algae can be pulled onto the 

conveyor and up into the storage bin.  

The ECO-Harvester can self-unload harvested milfoil in two different ways. The harvesting conveyor can 

be flipped over to become a discharge conveyor and the conveyor under the storage bin can discharge 

over the stern. Two vertical spuds can be lowered to the bottom in order to hold the ECO-Harvester 

firmly in position while unloading. The ECO-Harvester is capable of lowering its intake/discharge 

conveyor and lowering itsspuds enough so it can transit under the Float Bridge to the north end of the 

lake. The ECO-Harvester is designed to be operated by one person including during unloading.  

Although the ECO-Harvester is a small unit compared to many other mechanical harvesters, (including 

those previously used on Lake Bomoseen and the one used in Hubbardton), it is anticipated that its greater 

harvesting and free running speeds, its superior maneuverability and its quick and easy unloading will 

make up for its small size. Because of these advantages, the ECO-Harvester will be able to effectively 

harvest milfoil  

throughout the lake in the areas targeted for harvesting in 2015. After one year of operation it may be 

determined that a second ECO-Harvester will be required in the future along with one or more unloading 

barges to maximize harvest time.  

 

MARK YOUR 2015 CALENDAR 

 

LBA Board Meetings at Castleton Community Center the 3rd Thursday of the months …check LBA 

webpage (http://lakebomoseen.mylaketown.com) to find out what months. 
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LBA Annual Meeting Saturday, June 27 at 9am at Castleton College 

 

LBA Annual Picnic Saturday, June 27 at 5pm at Edgewater Motel lake frontage area---live band, silent 

auction, 50/50 raffle and door prizes 

 

Items needed for silent auction..can you donate something? 

 

July 4 - Boat parade - Line up at Woodard Marina at 1:30, parade starts at 2PM. 

 

July 4 - Fireworks at Crystal Beach, rain day July 5. 

 

LBA Socials: 5-7 pm fourth Thursdays, June to September, locations tba  

 

BYOB & appetizer to share on June 25, July 23, August 27 

 

Need locations for above dates….would you like to host? 

 

September 24 the social committee provides a chili dinner at Kehoe Camp. 

 

Education Series at Kehoe Camp, 9-10 am 

 

June 6 – Shoreline Protection info @ Kehoe 

 

June 20 - Tour of lakefront homes for sale 

 

July 11 ‐  Eco harvester by Terry Moran, LBA Water Quality Chair @ Kehoe 

 

August 1 – Suction harvesting of milfoil by Tracy Carr @ Kehoe 

 

September 5 – Septic systems on a lake by Engineer Chris leister @ TBA 

 

Kayaking: 9 am - Early summer Wednesday mornings, Joan Argentero 

 

contact Joan A. (argevtfl@aol.com ) to get on notification list for locations 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lake Bomoseen Reappraisal 

 

The reappraisals are in for  Castlteon properties including Lake Bomoseen.  Please check out 

your information and be aware of the process for hearing how NEMC and the listers arrived at 

your property value. 
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2015-16 Membership Dues 

 

Dear Property Owner, Business and Friends of Lake Bomoseen: 

 

It is that time of year again when your annual membership dues are to be sent to the Lake 

Bomoseen Association (LBA).  As you can see by the enclosed calendar of events the LBA 

sponsors many events that are educational, social and spectacular during the year.  Your 

membership in the LBA will support our efforts. 

 

Thanks to the 200 club the LBA has purchased an Eco-Harvester that will help control the 

milfoil.  During the summer you will see it performing its duties around the lake and if you want 

to see if before you can visit it on Kip’s Wharf.  This is a great step in the right direction and 

your membership in the LBA will help keep the Eco-Harvester going year to year. 

 

The LBA will be sponsoring the annual fireworks and boat parade on July 4th.  This is a 

spectacular  event that involves the whole lake.  Your LBA membership will help support the 

fireworks and boat parade. 

 

The educational events put on by the LBA can bring the lake together by educating the public on 

how to take of our lake.  The social events bring people together to tell us events happening in 

their lives and what is happening in the LBA.  Your membership in the LBA keeps these events 

happening. 

 

Don’t forget our annual meeting on Saturday, June 27 at Castleton State College with the LBA 

Picnic in the afternoon.  Your membership in the LBA keeps these events happening every year. 

 

As you see there are many events that happen every year on Lake Bomoseen that are important 

to all property owners.  All LBA members will also receive a monthly e-newsletter about events 

happening on the lake.  Without the support of membership dues a lot of these events may not 

happen and our lake will suffer.  So, please pay your membership dues by filling out the form 

below and mailing your check to the LBA with the enclosed envelope.  We have also enclosed 

an Ice Out Card for you to look at or put on your refrigerator 

 

Thank you again, 

 

————————————————————————————————————— 

 

 

 

 

Membership Information Sheet 

 

Please fill this form out and include it with your dues in the envelope enclosed in this mailing. 

 

 



 LBA Spring Newsletter 

 

 

 

Name_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Mailing 

address_______________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

Street 

Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

City___________________________________________State______Zip Code_____________ 

Email*________________________________________________________________________ 

Dues Category: 

 

Business $80.00________Property Owner $60.00________Friends of the Lake $40.00________ 

Intermittent Boat and Fisherperson $15.00___________  Donation to the LBA______________ 

 

Survey Question:  Should the LBA continue to support the Independence Day Fireworks 

Yes         No 

 

*All monthly newsletters are sent out by email, so giving us your email is important 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 LBA Spring Newsletter 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 LBA Spring Newsletter 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 


