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THANKSGIVING TRIVIA 

What does the poem “Mary Had a Little Lamb” have to do with 
Thanksgiving?

What does the Battle of Saratoga have to do with Thanksgiving?

How does the Civil War and Thanksgiving go together?

What is Franksgiving?

What was the main meal at the first Thanksgiving?

Let’s start with the poem “Mary Had a Little Lamb?  Sarah 
Josepha Hale wrote the poem “Mary Had a Lttle Lamb” and it 
was through her years of persistence that we now have a 
Thanksgiving holiday.  After the initial celebration in 1621 the 
next official Thanksgiving was held after the Battle of Saratoga in 
1777.  But after that battle there was still no official Thanksgiving.  
Through Sarah’s persistence in writing many presidents Abraham 
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LBA Annual 
Meeting & Picnic 

The LBA Annual Meeting has 
been set and it is Saturday, 
June 25 at the Jeffords Center 
at Castleton University.  The 
annual LBA picnic will be held 
later in the day.  Stay tuned for 
more information. 

Volunteer 

In our next newsletter we are 
going to talk about how to 
volunteer at Lake Bomoseen.  
The LBA is looking for 
volunteers to help out with 
many activities and we will 
review them in our December 
issue. 

Your Thoughts 

Let me know what you think of 
the LBA newsletter or let me 
know of other thoughts and 
concerns you have about our 
lake.  You can email me at 
bobf@lakebomoseenassociati
on.org.  Thank you to the 
people who have emailed me 
so far.
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Lincoln finally agreed to have a Thanksgiving holiday on the 
fourth Thursday in November in 1863.    The main meal for the 
original Thanksgiving was venison as a gift from the Native 
Americans turkey, pumpkin pie and potatoes were not on the 
menu.  In 1847 Sarah Hale in presenting her ideas for a 
Thanksgiving dinner, had a menu of turkey, stuffing, pumpkin pie 
and potatoes and this is where this tradition started.  
Thanksgiving has changed a lot since 1863 as now it is a kick off 
to the holiday season.  As matter of fact Franklin Roosevelt 
moved Thanksgiving back to the third Thursday in the month to 
allow for more shopping days.  Such was the name “Franksgiving”.  
In 1941 Congress officially set the date as the fourth Thursday in 
November.  President George H W Bush started the tradition of 
pardoning the turkey for Thanksgiving.

GIVING THANKS 

The residents of Castleton can be really thankful that we have a 
beautiful resource in our lake.  It is a four season recreation area 
where everyone can take advantage of the many activities around 
the lake.  I can’t believe how beautiful our lake has been in 
November.  Sitting on my porch and seeing the vibrant colors of 
the sun rising over the lake and the many wildlife that surround 
us daily.  The lake has a eerie silence that is only interrupted by 
honking geese and an occasional angler.  

I also hope by doing this newsletter I would like to bring you 
information on the families, stories and folklore of Bomoseen.  
We are all part of the fabric of our lake.  If you have a story you 
would like to share with our readers whether it is a family story, 
folklore or and interesting tidbit.  I would like to hear from you.  
Let me know by emailing me at 
bobf@lakebomoseenassociation.org and I will tell your story.  I 
would like to start this off with a bit of folklore that I have heard 
many times and you can read it on the left hand column.  It is 
called:  “The Missing British Gold”.
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The Missing British 
Gold 

As you walk along Love’s Marsh 
you can barely make out a trail of 
old wagon wheels that crossed 
the land.  This used to be part of 
the trail that they called the 
military road..     

The British were using the military 
road to bring gold to Fort 
Ticonderoga and on the way they 
heard that they were going to be 
attacked by the French and their 
Indian allies.   

In order to prevent the French 
and their Indian allies from 
getting the gold they buried the 
treasure somewhere along the 
way.  Unfortunately the British 
were wiped out and no one 
knows where the gold is to this 
day.  Sure people have tried to 
find the gold even as far as 
Birdseye Mountain on old route 
4.   

This is part of the folklore of Lake 
Bomoseen.  Many people over 
the years have searched for this 
treasure and maybe one day 
someone will find it. 
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