
Eco-Harvester
Find our more about the Eco-
Harvester by clicking on this 
link.  See it in action.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=EDXZF3kHby8

z LBA NEWSLETTER z
	 Find out information on the Eco-Harvester and 
the 200 Club that is new to the LBA.  
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JOHNSON family
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the

As chair of Sip Bomoseen and the events 
that were held that evening, I 
unfortunately did not mention the name of 
the winner of the 50/50 draw.  It was 
Dennis Desrochers who so kindly returned 
his winnings back to the LBA to be used 
for the Harvester fund.  In spite of 
being unemployed at that time, he 
unselfishly contributed to a cause that 
means so much to him and us.  I apologize 
for not recognizing Dennis generosity 
previously and will not ever do that again!  
Thank you so much Dennis, we sure 
appreciate your support.  -- Davene Brown
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THE ECO HARVESTER

 
 
The Water Quality Committee has been researching milfoil control methods and equipment. WQC 
has looked at mechanical harvesting, suction dredging (using divers to hand pull into a suction 
hose), hand pulling and bagging and chemicals. One key to controlling milfoil is to prepare a 
complete survey of the lake showing where milfoil exists in dense mats, subsurface patches and 
free floating accumulations and where other protected plant species exist. Any permit to control 
milfoil may define where that control is to take place. We are hoping that restrictions are minimal.

At the present time mechanical harvesting seems to be the most effective way to clear and 
maintain areas where milfoil forms dense mats on the water surface and where freely floating 
milfoil collects along the shoreline. Harvesting just these areas will greatly improve the 
appearance, navigation and usability of the lake. Mechanical harvesting is also effective in 
removing the top growth of milfoil in the upper 4 feet of the water column where it does not form 
mats. This will help to improve the swim-ability and boat navigation adjacent to shoreline 
properties. It must be emphasized that mechanical harvesting is a method to controlling milfoil, 
not eliminate it. The harvested milfoil is a valuable product in itself and can be used to great 
advantage on farm fields and on gardens to add organic matter and as mulch to conserve water 
and discourage weeds. WQC has located a mechanical harvester called an ECO Harvester which 
can be transported/launched/recovered from a trailer, is highly maneuverable, is very shallow 
draft and can pass under Float Bridge to work in both the upper and lower portions of the lake. 
The cost of this harvester is about $50,000. WQC believes two harvesters would initially be 
necessary with one trailer for spring and fall transport. Plans are to apply for a State grant to help 
defray the capital cost of the harvesters but when LBA has 503C status; donations from lake 
property owners may cover a significant part of the capital cost and/or operating costs. A State 
permit is required but it may be possible to piggyback onto the existing Hubbardton permit to 
cover the lower lake. Operation details are to be worked out but it is believed volunteer and/or 
college student operators would be able to work the harvesters after some initial training. It is 
very important to collect floating bits of milfoil as mechanical harvesting proceeds because even 
small floating stems have the potential to sink to the
2bottom and become a new plant. Harvesting would probably take place from mid- June through 
early September.

Suction harvesting can be very effective in controlling milfoil, especially in small lakes and in 
specific areas of larger lakes, like at swimming beaches. Suction harvesting however, is expensive 
due to the cost of divers. WQC believes that limited suction harvesting may be considered in 
addition to mechanical harvesting.

Hand picking is a useful milfoil control method that any property owner can undertake without a 
State permit and should be considered by anyone so inclined.

Chemical control of milfoil is not under consideration by WQC.



THE 200 CLUB

Friends and residents of Lake Bomoseen have been very generous to a request to KILL the MILfoil 
campaign.  In a little over a month, 60 folks have joined the 200 Club!  We will continue to look for funds 
and funding over the winter but would like to give you an update as to our plans to control this invasive 
weed in our water.  
 
We have purchased an ECO-Harvester (website for more info is http://weedersdigest.com/lake-weed-
harvester/) that will begin operation in June.  The committee is working with the manufacturer to ensure 
that the machine will do what we expect. These machines can be used around docks so swimming and 
launching boats would be less tangled.  
 
The machines are also good skimmers so will be used to pick up free floating milfoil fragments and mats 
of free floating milfoil where they collect along the shore.  Details on what locations and the method to 
unload and transport are still in the planning stages.  We plan to tackle the worst areas in the lake first 
and to place the good of the lake ahead of personal preferences.

Once we see how our new harvester works and how much we can accomplish we will decide if additional 
ECO-Harvesters will be purchased or if we should be looking at larger machines.
 
Many methods of weed control are still being considered.  There are other control processes such as 
suction harvesting as was experience two years ago with the Milfoil Man, hydoraking and rotovating 
(tilling the bottom of the lake).  In addition, we will continue to explore with the experts the possibility 
of using biological controls;  insects (such as weevils), bacteria and fungi.  At the present time, chemical 
control of milfoil is not being considered although we will continue to monitor chemical treatments in 
other lakes.
 
Two other approaches that require significant interactions with the State also will be explored.  They 
are:  lowering the lake level and creating a lake district.  The lake was lowered 3.8 feet in 1988/89,  
Based on a comprehensive report "The Lake Bomoseen Drawdown" prepared by the Vermont Agency of 
Natural Resources, the drawdown was not successful.   It killed native plants and reduced their diversity 
and allowed the rapidly growing milfoil to colonize in new areas where native plants had been killed.  The 
drawdown also had a negative impact on wildlife living in and around the lake.  It's been done at other 
lakes (in NH, ME, MA, NY) and it has not shown many positive results.  We are researching ways to make 
the project more cost equitable through municipal and state endorsed programs.  This is a fair way as 
every landowner and lake user in the district would share in the cost, not just the ones who contribute.  
A good model of this is the Lake George, NY District.
 
If you have ideas or would like to help in any part of this goal to control milfoil in Lake Bomoseen, we 
welcome your participation.  We need folks with experience in bookkeeping, mechanical skills and 
scheduling who are willing to serve on a sub committee to oversee the harvester operation.  Of course, 
we also need your monetary contribution.  Please consider joining the 200 CLUB by sending your check 
for $200 or more to LBA, PO Box 655, Castleton, VT 05735.
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