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PILOT HARVESTER REPORT 
Following is an abbreviated report on the LBA’s Pilot 
Harvesting Project written by Bill Wood, member of the LBA 
Water Quality Committee.  If you would like the full report 
please email me at bobfranzoni8@gmail.com. 

Harvesting milfoil from Lake Bomoseen is the most 
environmentally friendly method of controlling this invasive 
aquatic weed. In a way it is like mowing the lawn in that it 
does not lead to the eradication of milfoil. Nothing will do that. 
Harvesting does remove much of the milfoil from the upper 4 
to 5’ of the lake making boating, swimming, fishing and other 
recreational activities more pleasant. Removing milfoil through 
harvesting also removes phosphorous from the lake, increases 
oxygen levels and permanently removes a huge amount of 
biomass that would otherwise die and form muck on the 
bottom of the lake. Muck is the ideal growing medium for 
milfoil. Over the long term, harvesting can reduce total amount 
of milfoil in Lake Bomoseen.  
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DUES CHANGES 

 The LBA has changed its calendar 
year so dues will be collected 
from January 1 to December 31.  
Membership letters will be sent 
out by the end of January.  The 
dues remain the same as last year. 

SIP BOMOSEEN 

Thank you to everyone who 
participated in SIP Bomoseen at 
the Tap Room earlier this month.  
It was a huge success! Thank you 
to Davene Brown, Chair of the LBA 
Social Commitee and her crew.  
The LBA Board would also like to 
thank the TAP Room for a 
scrumptious meal and a fine 
evening.  Congratulations to all 
the lucky winners. 

CELEBRATE CASTLETON 

This will be the third year of the 
Celebrate Castleton Day.  It’s 
scheduled for Wednesday, July 4, 
with a breakfast, downtown 
parade, boat parade and fireworks 
over the lake.  There will also be 
music and much, much more.  
Details to follow…after 
Thanksgiving, the holidays, 
Valentine’s Day and St. Patrick’s 
Day…
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RECOMMENDATIONS 

A Committee to be formed consisting of LBA 
Board members and LBA members to plan for and manage the 
acquisition of equipment, contractor services, operation 
expenses and all other efforts necessary to harvest invasive 
aquatic vegetation from Lake Bomoseen. This committee is to 
report to and receive approval from the LBA Board of 
Directors for all plans and acquisitions. The Committee is not 
to be directly responsible for fundraising. Fundraising is the 
responsibility of the LBA Board with assistance from the 
Committee as needed.  

  Because the acquisition of equipment and 
services associated with invasive aquatic vegetation harvesting 
represents a large investment of funds, the Committee should 
be allowed proper time to make plans and study all viable 
alternatives, the acquisition of the necessary equipment for the 
2018 season is not a reasonable goal. Instead, individual 
property owners (both LBA members and non-members) 
should be solicited for private harvests for the 2018 season. 
With a preset minimum number of commitments a harvesting 
contractor should be engaged to come to Lake Bomoseen and 
conduct those harvests at least once during the 2018 season.  

 LBA should purchase a machine with a 6’ cutter 
head width, Aquarius HM-320 or equal, and a matching 
conveyor/hauler/trailer. The harvester should be equipped with 
a GPS to plot the path of the harvester during all of its 
operations so an area can be efficiently covered with minimal 
overlaps and skips. This equipment should be available for the 
2019 season. This would allow LBA to harvest the lake all 
around the perimeter one time in the 2019 season or to harvest 
key navigation channels and LBA Member properties two 
times in 2019. This would require a 2 person operating crew.  

  After 2019 LBA should purchase or design and 
build, a transport barge to increase the efficiency of the 
harvester. The transport barge would approximately double the 
harvest area per season. With one harvester and the barge it 
may be possible to harvest the entire lake one time and also 
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ODDS AND ENDS 

BUOYS 

The LBA is plans to purchase 
solar buoys for the lake next year.  
They will be located at Black 
Rock, near Avalon Beach and two 
in the channel.  They will be 
illuminated at night.  Buoys mark 
an area that could harm your 
boat like Black Rock or shallow 
water.  Boats are required stay 
200 feet from the buoy.  

VOLUNTEERS 

The LBA is looking for volunteers 
to participate in our committees.  
If you are interested, please email 
me at bobfranzoni8@gmail.com. 

THE HISTORY OF HALLOWEEN 

 Halloween's origins date back to 
the ancient Celtic festival of 
Samhain (pronounced sow-in). 
The Celts, who lived 2,000 years 
ago in the area that is now 
Ireland, the United Kingdom and 
northern France, celebrated their 
new year on November 1. 

COMMENTS 

Finally, I always enjoy reading 
your comments.  If you would like 
to ask questions or write an 
article for the newsletter, please 
email me at 
bobfranzoni8@gmail.com. 
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harvest all LBA Member properties twice in 2019. The barge should have a speed of at least 8 
mph and a capacity of 4 times the harvester capacity 24.8 cu yds. This increase in equipment 
would require an operating crew of 3 people.  

   After 2019 LBA should consider purchasing a second harvester, either identical to the 
first or one larger, Aquarius HM-420 or equal, depending on the success of the 2019 season. 
This addition would allow two complete harvests of the lake each year. This would require a 4 
person operating crew.  

   LBA should contract with someone to operate the harvesters, barge and trailer/
conveyor/hauler. This operating contractor would be responsible for machine maintenance, 
supplying trained operators for the equipment, supplying a truck to haul trailer/conveyor/
hauler full of vegetation to interim or final dump sites. The contractor would transfer 
vegetation in interim dump sites to permanent dump sites as soon as possible after the 
harvesting season is over.  

   The Committee should actively investigate joining forces with other lakes conducting 
harvesting to form or use a common operating contractor for harvesting operations. 
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