
ASIAN CLAMS UPDATE

“Asian clams are heavily dependent on a certain bottom substrate 
type. They require sandy bottoms, and are not found in areas with 
thick silt, vegetation, clay bottoms, or rocky/boulder substrates. For 
better or worse, Bomoseen has very few of these areas. The largest 
one is at the south end of the lake near the channel – where the clams 
are already established. The others are a couple small, isolated 
beaches around the lake. But, for the most part, Bomoseen is not an 
ideal environment for Asian clams. I would say that it’s highly 
unlikely that they would spread throughout the lake, and I do not 
think that they will have any noticeable impact on the lake’s many 
uses. While it’s unfortunate that we’ve found them in a Vermont 
lake, it is my belief that they are not nearly as problematic in the lake 
as Eurasian watermilfoil or zebra mussels. It should also be noted, 
for reasons that I’m not entirely sure of but probably are related to 
lake chemistry, that zebra mussels have never “taken off” in 
Bomoseen like they have in Champlain or most other systems. Asian 
clams may be limited by something similar.” - Josh Mulhoellem - 
DEC.  Josh is putting a poster on Lake Bomoseen in the picture 
above. 
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Recording 
Secretary needed 
for the LBA 

The LBA is looking for a 
recording secretary for our 
monthly meetings, and our 
annual meeting in June.  There 
will be financial 
reimbursement.  If you are 
interested, please contact Bob 
Franzoni at 
bobf@lakebomoseenassociati
on.org. 

Volunteers Wanted 

The LBA is also looking for 
volunteers to serve on LBA 
water quality or membership 
committee.  We meet once a 
month from March until 
November.  If you are 
interested contact Bob 
Franzoni at the above email 
address. 

MESSAGE FROM THE 
PRESIDENT 

Just a reminder that November 
8 is Election Day for the United 
States.  We all need to do our 
civic duty and vote.  In 
Vermont voting has started 
already.

TODAY’S NEWS 
BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE FRIENDLY PEOPLE OF LAKE BOMOSEEN



LAKE BOMOSEEN SURVEY COMPLETE 

During the June 25th LBA annual meeting there was overwhelming 
support for a water depth and aquatic vegetation survey of Lake 
Bomoseen. The Board of Directors approved the purchase of 
equipment and BioBase license at its July meeting. By mid-August 
all of the equipment was assembled and tested. Surveying the Lake 
started on August 24th and was completed from the dam to Float 

Bridge by September 9th and up to Ledgemere Point by October 7th.  

The survey involved running back and forth across the entire lake at 
roughly 100’ intervals covering a total of 121 miles in about 28 hours 
of survey time. The total area surveyed was 2231 acres out of the 
total lake area of 2360 acres. The total cost for the survey equipment, 
license fee, fuel and incidentals was less than $2,500.  

We now have a detailed map of Lake Bomoseen from the Dam to 
Ledgemere Point showing contours of water depth. The deepest spot 
in the lake is 64’ between Cedar Mountain Point and Neshobe Island. 
The average depth of the lake is 24’, however the lake was 6” to 8” 
below its normal level when the survey was conducted. The LBA 
Board hopes to make large scale copies of the depth map available 
for sale to LBA members this coming winter.  

We now also have a detailed map showing the location and density 
of aquatic vegetation and another map showing bottom hardness. 
South of Float Bridge the total area where aquatic vegetation has 
reached the water surface is about 260 acres or about 12% of this 
portion of the lake. Most of this vegetation is milfoil but a significant 
portion is waterlily. Milfoil grows most vigorously in water depths 
between 2.5’ and 15’ in soft muddy bottoms. It does not grow in 
areas of rocky or hard sandy bottoms. Milfoil is most likely growing 
in all available favorable habitats throughout the lake. While the 
density of milfoil may vary from year to year, new areas of growth 
will only develop very slowly as sedimentation decreases water 
depth to less than 15’. Waterlily tends to grow in sheltered waters in 
depths between 2’ and 10’.  

These survey maps are already providing valuable information to the 
Water Quality Committee as it plans the future strategy for 
combatting milfoil and other undesirable aquatic plants.  

Bill Wood  
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Wine Tasting at the 
Lakeside 

 The LBPT sponsored a wine 
tasting event at the Lake House 
on October 11.  The Lake House 
presented a meal of Surf and Turf 
with appetizers and desserts.  
There were also various wines 
served with each meal.  We 
would like to thank Davene 
Brown, Wenda Bird and their 
committee for this fine event.  
The money raised will go toward 
Invasive species prevention on 
the lake. 
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